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Times, Lady Cantlie boldly went to The Chartered Bank of India
and afterwards wrote:
"I saw Mr. W. and showed him Mrs. Chang's telegram asking for our
support of Sun Yat-sen. Bat he looked upon it slightingly and said Sun was
a poor thing. I felt the insult deeply, as at all events I could guess that these
bankers only thought of their money.**1*8
In China the withdrawal of the United States from the Consor-
tium was hailed, by all but Yuan Shih-kai's group, as an act of
friendship. The American diplomatic representative in Peking after-
wards summed up the matter thus:
4fcFrom the point of view of China, the action might present itself in the
light of a refusal to join with others in placing upon the young republic the
Betters of foreign financial control. Moreover the proceeds of the Reorgani-
sation Loan were actually not used for the benefit of the Chinese people,
but on the contrary this financial support fastened the personal authority of
Yuan Shih-kai on the country and enabled him to carry on a successful fight
against parliament. That body never gave its approval to the loan.**11*
Feeling ran very high in China and "the widespread Smouldering
embers" turned to sporadic outbreaks. In June a small rebellion
was suppressed by Yiian's faithful henchman LL On July 2nd, Sun
published a telegram to Yuan calling on him to resign:
** , . . Formerly you were invited to the Presidential orBce to bear the
heavy responsibility of the country, and now you should leave it in order
to save the country from being involved in trouble.
, "... If you can follow my advice, I will persuade the soldiers and the
people in the South and East to lay down their arms. ... If you reject my
sound advice ... I shall adopt the same measures against you as those used
against the absolute monarchy. I have made my mind up now. This is my
last advice, and I hope you will consider it well.**110
There was no foolish boast in Sun's claim that he could persuade
the people to lay down their arms.J In the long ran no-one else
could do so; for the vision Sun so often conjured up in his speeches
and propaganda, a vision of a happier China based on The Three
Principles of the People, had taken firm hold on men's minds; and
however successful Yuan might be with his dictatorship it could
not stand forever against Sun's idealism, Yuan, fearing Sun's un-
armed power, was slow to act and it was nearly three months after
Sun's cable to Cantlie that Yuan cancelled Sun's official post as
Director of Railway Development.
In July began what has been called "the second revolution**.
Huang Hsing went to Nanking, the old southern capital, which